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2006 BuildingGreenTop-10 Products

Described below are the Top-10 Green Building Products for 2006, selected by the editors of GreenSpec® and Environmental Building News™. These products have either been added to GreenSpec during the past year (though some may have been on the market longer), or covered in Environmental Building News. Additional information on these products is available in the online edition of GreenSpec or Environmental Building News, both of which are available through the subscription-based BuildingGreen Suite (www.BuildingGreen.com).

Polished Concrete System from RetroPlate

[view GreenSpec listing] 
Polishing concrete is a relatively new technique for turning both new and old concrete slabs into attractive, durable, finished floors. RetroPlate™ (from Advanced Floor Products, Inc.) of Provo, Utah, pioneered this process of grinding, polishing, and chemically hardening (densifying) concrete in the 1990s, and its system has now been used on more than 100 million square feet of flooring. The RetroPlate process was developed by combining European stone-grinding and polishing technology with concrete hardening and densifying agents that had been used in North America. In the process, large walk-behind diamond-wheel grinders remove between 1/16th and 1/4 inch of the concrete floor surface. Consecutively finer-grit grinding and polishing wheels achieve a fine polish (up to 3,000-grit). During the polishing process, sodium silicate is applied; this is absorbed and reacts with the calcium hydroxide in the concrete to form calcium silicate hydrate, which crystallizes within the concrete matrix. The resultant concrete surface is highly durable, easy to maintain, free of VOC emissions, and more reflective (which can reduce light level requirements). The system enables the concrete slab to serve as the finished floor surface, thus reducing material use. 
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What makes this product green?

· Reduces impacts from construction or demolition 

· Reduces heating and cooling loads 

· Alternative to hazardous components 

· Releases minimal pollutants 

· Exceptional durability or low-maintenance 

LEED Credit relevance:

· MR Credit 1 - Building Reuse 

Mentioned in EBN: February 2006 

Product information:

RetroPlate - Advanced Floor Products, Inc.
P.O. Box 80533
Provo, UT 84605
Phone: 801-812-3420
Toll-free: 888-942-3144
Fax: 801-812-3400
www.retroplatesystem.com 

Media contact: 

Vernon Talbot, Managing Director
RetroPlate - Advanced Floor Products, Inc.
Phone: 801-812-3420
Fax: 801-812-3400
vernon@retroplatesystem.com 
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